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ceived with incredulity, but as information accumu-
lates, there is only too much reason to fear that
their general picture of conditions in Abyssinia is
not overdrawn, and we now have confirmation in
the British Foreign Office White Book published
in 1925* Referring to the statements made by
these two observers, Captain Cochrane reported :
" As a result of living on the frontier of Southern
Abyssinia for some years, and of making one journey
into the Abyssinian hinterland, my experience leads me
to endorse the veracity of the recently published news-
paper articles. , , .l
Captain Cochrane's endorsement of the general
accuracy of the disclosures made by Major Darley
and t)r. Dyce Sharp is the more striking because
in one point of detail he says that he differs from
them. The French Government's Memorandum,
above referred to, also deals with these allegations,
and, while suggesting that there are exaggerations
and inaccuracies, asserts that the articles " unfortu-
nately are substantially true." 2
What, then, did Dr. Dyce Sharp and Major
Darley say, from their own experiences, about
slavery in Abyssinia ? In the first place, they
pointed out that instead of the position getting
better, it has in fact become worse of recent years,
owing to the death of the Emperor Menelik IL
who died in 1913, There followed three years of
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